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HISTORIC DISTRICT

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 16.1-1. Definition of historic dicirict.

(a) The Historic District of the City of
Natchitoches shall inelude the area recognized ag
a neticnal landmeark, as well as an area lving
outside of the national landmark, which areas are
more fully defined in the following two (2) para-
grapha, The Natchitoches Historic District shall
be comprigsed of both areas.

{b) The following area of the City of Natchitoches
i3 hereby designated as the "Natchitoches His-
torie District, A National Landmark™

Beginning at the corner of Texas and Washing-
ton Streets in the City and Parish of
Natchitoches, Lonigiana, and thence rnning
southerly along Washington Street to its inter-
section with Pavie Street and thence running
westerly along Pavie Street to Third Strest;
thence southerly along Third Street tg Church
Street; thence westerly along Church Street to
1t3 intersection with Fourth Street; thence south-
erly along Fourth Street to its intersection with
Amulet Street; thence easterly slong Amulet
Street to New Second Street; thence southerly
along New Second Street to its intersection
with College Avenue; thence easterly along
College Avenue to a point where College Ave-
nue ag extended would intersect Cane River
Lake; thence up Cane River Lake in a north-
erly direction to the downtown bridge and
thence easterly along the downtown bridge to
its intersection with Williams Avenue: thence
northerly along Williams Avenue to m point
where Texas Street, if sxtended, would intar-
sect Williams Avenus; thence westerly across
Cane River to the point of beginning. The
histaric district above designated ghall include
all building sites or lots and all struetures,
houses, or other buildings facing any of the
streats on the perimeter of the area.

{c) The following areas of the City of
Natchitoches are hereby designated as the "Local
Natchitoches Historic Distriet,” being that area of
the historic distriet outaide of the landmark dis-
triet:

{1} Beginning at the corner of Keyser Avenus
and Williams Avenue in the City and
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Parigh of Natchitoches, Louisiana, and
thence northerly along Williams Avenys
to 1ts intersection with the downtown or
Church Street bridge; thence westerly
acroas the downtown or Church Strect
bridge to its intersection with Cane River
Lake; thence sontherly along Cane River
Lake to its intersection with the wooden
bridge; thence easterly along the wooden
bridge and Keyser Avenue to its intersee-
tion with Williams Avenue, the point of
beginning. The historic distriet above des
ignated shall include all building sites or
lots and all structures, houszes, or other
buildings facing any of the streets on the
perimeter of the ares,

(2) Beginning at corner of Third Strect and
Buard Street in the City and Parish of
Natchitoches, Louisiena, and thence run-
ning westerly along Buard Street to its
intersection with Fifth Strest; thence south-
erly along Fifth Street to its intersection
with Lafayette Street; thence westerly
along Lafayette Street to ite intersection
with Sixth Street; thence southerly along
the right-of-way of Sixth Street to its
intersection with St. Denis Street; thence
westerly along the right-of-way of St. Denis
Street to its intersection with the right-of-
way of the Texas and Pacific Railroad;
thence southerly along the right-of-way of
the-Texaa and Pacific Railroad to it in-
tersection with Trudeau Street; thence
easterly along Trudeau Street to its inter-
aection with Fifth Street; thence South-
erly along Fifth Street ta its intersection
with Touline Street; thence easterly along
Touline Street to its intersection with
Fourth Street; thence northerly along
Fourth Street to itz intersection with
Church Street; thence easterly along
Church Street to its intersection with
Third Street; thence northerly along Third
Street toits intersection with Buard Sirest,
the point of beginning. The historic dis-
trict above designated shall include all
building sites or lots and all structures,
houses, or ather buildings facing any of
the streeta oo the perimeter of the ares.

{Ord. Ne. 31-1986, § 7, 10-27-86; Ord. No, 50-
2003, § 1, 8-25-03)



§16.1-2

Sec. 18.1-2, Prevalence of chapter in case of
conflict,

The provisions of this chapter shall govern and
take precedence over any othex provisions of any
ordinance or codes of the City of Natchitoches.
(Ord. No. 31-1988, § 14, 10-27-88)

Sec. 16.1-3. Penalties for violations,

Any owner, agent, lessea or other person ncting
for or in ¢onjunction with him, who shall violate
the Natchitoches Historic Distriet Ordinance or
law or rules, regulations or decisions of the com-
migsion, shall be fined not less than fifty doltars
{($50.00) nor more than one hundred dollars
($100.00) for each infraction. Each day that a
violatien continues shall econstitute a soparate
offense.

(Ord. No. 31-1926, § 12, 10-27-86)

See. 18.1-4. Open glags containers.

{a) For the purposes of thie section an "opened
glass container” is any bottle, drinking vessel,
container, or receptacle used for the purpose of
carrying liquid substances which is not mechani-
cally sealed.

(k) It shall be unlawful for any person to earry
or have in his possession any open glass container
upon the public streets, sidewalks, allaya, parks,
or other public property situated within the
Natehitoches Historic District as defined in see-
tion 16.1-1 of this Code.

{e) It shall be unlawiul for any person to drink
from any opened glass container upen the public
streets, sidewnlks, alleyz, parks, or other public
property situated within the Natchitoches Hie-
toric Distriet as defined in section 16.1-1 of this
Code,

{d) Each swner of every establishment selling
beverages in glasa containers in the historie dis-
triet, including epecial event proprietors, shall
post in their establishment, in full public view, at
lenst two (2) copies of Ordinance Ne. 08 of 1999, or
a notice similar to the following:

CITY ORDINANCE FORBIDS THE CARRY-
NG OF, OR DRINKING FROM, OPENED
GLASS CONTAINERS ON THE STREETS,
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SIDEWALES, OR PARKS WITHIN THE HIS-
TORIC DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF
NATCHITOCHES

{e) Any person found guilty of vielsting this
section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeaner
and shall be punished by 3 fine of not more than
two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), or by impris-
onment for not more than seven (7) days, or both.
Each day any violation of this section shall ron-
tinue shall conetitute a separate offense.

(Ord. No, 08-1999, § A, 3-8-99)

Editor's note—Ord. No. 08-199%, § A, adopted Mar 8,
1099, pertained to glazs containers in the bistorie digtrict.
Such provisions did not specify manner of eodifigation; hence,
inclusion hevein as § 16,14 was et the editor's diseretion,

Becs. 16.1-5—16.1-10. Reserved,

ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Secs. 16.1-11—16.1-15. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. COMMISSION

Sec. 16.1-15, Establiched,

There is hereby created a commission to be
known ae the historic district commission of the
eity of Natchitoches.

{Ord. No, 31-1836, § 1, 10-27-36)

Sec. 18.1-17. Purpaose.

The Natchitoches Historic District Commission
shsll have for its purpose the preservation of all
atructures in the historie distriet section of the
city which have architectural and historical value
and which ghould be preserved for the benefit of
the people of the city and state.

(Crd. No, 31-1986, § 6, 10-27-86)

See. 16.1-18, Membership, appointment.

The commizsion shall consist of seven (7) mem-
bere, all of whom shall reside in the city, and shall
be appointed by the mayor.

(Ord. Ne. 31-1988, § 2, 10-27-88)
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Sec. 16.1-19. Terms; vacaneies; selection of
chairman.

Each of the members of the commission shall
be appointed for a term of four {4) years. The
chairman shall be elected by the members of the
commission. Whenever the term of a member of
the commission expires, the mayor shall appoint
his suctessor. The members may serve consecu-
tive terms,

(Ord. No. 31-19886, § 3, 10-27-56)

Sec. 16.1-20. Organization and operation.

The director of the community affairs depart-
ment of the city will gerve as advisor to the
commission and will act as Haison between the
commission and the office of the mayor. Nominal
eXpensea necessary to carry out the duties of the
commiesion will be budgeted through the commu-
nity affairs department. The recording secretary
for the commission will be designated hy the
director and all files and records of the commis-
sion will be maintained by the community affaira
department. The city attorney shall be the ex
officic attorney for the commission. The ecommis-
gion may designate and appoint, from ameng its
members, various committecs with such powers
and duties as the commission may have and
prescribe,

{Ord. No. 31-1986, § 4, 10-27-86)

See, 16.1-21. Duties: meetings; reports; rules,
regulations and guidelines.

The coramission shall make such rules and
regulations as it may deem advisable and neces-
sary for the conduct of its affairs not inconsistent
with the laws of the eity and state. The eommis-
sion shall mest rmonthly, but meetings may be
held at any time by the commigsion on the written
request of any of the seven {7) members or on the
call of the chairman of the commission or the
maywor, The commission shall make quarterly re-
parts to the mayor and council containing a state-
meant of its activities, Copies of the rules, regula-
tions and guidelines are available at the historic
district eommission office.

(Ord. No, 31-19386, § 6, 10-27-88)

Secs. 16.1-22—16.1-25. Heserved,

Zupp. Mo, 4
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DIVISION 3. PERMITS AND ENFORCEMENT

Sec. 16.1-28. Permit required, when,

The awner of any property within the historic
district shall apply for a permit from the commis-
sion befora the commencement of any work in:

(1) The erection of any new building or other
construction in the Natchitoches Historie
District; or

{2} The alteration or addition to any existing
structuze in the Natchitoches Historic Ths-
trict; or

(3) The painting, repainting, repairing or de-
molishing of any exating building situ-
ated within the Natchitoches Historie Dig-
trict.

{Ord. No. 31-1336, § 8(2), 10-27-86)

Sec. 18.1-27. Application; plany and specifi-
cations required.

The application for a permit shall be made to
the commission, accompanied by the full plans
and specifications so far as they relate to the
propesed appearance, color, texture or materialy
and architectural design of the exterior, including
the front, sides, rear and roof of such buildings,
alteration or addition of any building or cutbuild-
ing, party wall, courtyard, sidewalk, driveway,
parking area, fence or other dependency thereof,
{Ord. No. 31-1986, § 8(b), 10-27-36}

Sec, 16.1-28. Considerations for varianee or
modification.

Whers, by reazon of topographical conditions,
irregularly shaped lots, or because of unusual
circumetances applicable solely to the particular
applicant, strict enforcement of the provisions of
this chapter would result in serivus undue hard-
ship peculiarly affecting said applicant, then the
commission, in paseing upon his application, shall
have the power to vary or modify adherence to
this chapter provided always that its reguire
menta ensure harmony with the general purposes
hereof, and will not adversely affect the historic
district as a whole.

(Ord, No. 31-1986, § 8(c), 10-27-88)

1198.1
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Sec. 16.1-29. Commission recommendation
and action.

The Natchitoches Historic District Commission
shall, upon due consideration, render its decision
concerning the approval or disapproval of the
igsuance of the permit, which may include such
changes, if any, as in its judgment are reasonably
necessary to comply with the requirements of this
chapter, and send its decision, in writing, to the
applicant and the building inspector. If the permit
iz approved, the building inspector shall issue
promptly a permit for such work in conformance
with the commission's desizion,

(Crd. No. 31-19886, § 9, 10-27-84)

See. 16.1-30. Appeals.

(a) Any persen or persons aggrieved by any
decision, act or proceeding of the Natchitoches
Historie District Commission shall have a right to
apply in writing to the ¢ity council for reversal or
modification thereof; and the mayor, or presiding
officer of the city council, shall have the right to
stay all further action until the eity couneil shall
have had an opportunity to rule thereon. Any
such appeal shall be taken in ten (10} days from
date of the writien decision, and the eity council
may consider said appeal at its next general or

special meeting, but, in any event, not more than

forty-five (45) days thereafter. The city couneil
may affirm a decision of the Natchiteches Historic
District Commiesion by majority vote of all its
members. The city council ghall have the right to
reverse, change or modify any decision of the
Natchitoehes Historic District Commission by ma-
Jjority vote of a1} its members.

(b} Any person or persons aggrieved by any
decizion of the city council affecting said historic
diastrict shall have the right to file a civil suit
within thirty (30} days from date of decision in a

court of competent juriadiction under the usual

tules of procedure governing same, with the right
to stay order and injunctive relief provided the
situation warrants it.

(Ord. No. 31-1986, § 10, 10-27-56)

Bec. 16.1-31, Injunction to preventi or rem-
edy viclation.

Whenever any persoen has engaged in or is
about to engage {n any act or practice which

§ 15.1-35

constitutes or will constitute s violation of this
chapter, the commission may make application to
the appropriate court for an order enjvining such
act or practice, or requiring such person to refrain
from such prospective vislation or to remedy such
vislation by restoring tho affected property to its
previcus conditivn, Upon a showing by the com-
misaion or the city that such person has engaged
or is about to engage in such aet or practice, a
permanent or temporary injunction, temporary
restraining order, or other appropriate order shall
be granted without bond.

(Ord. No. 31-1986, § 11, 10-27-86)

Sec. 16.1-32. Stdpping work which viclates
permit requirements.

The building inspector shatl promptly stop any
work attempled to be done withont or contrary to
a permit issued under thiz chapter and shall
promptly prosecute any person responsible for
such a violation of this chapter or engaged in such
viclation. Any officer or anthonzed agent of the
commmisgion shall exercise concurrent or indepen-
dent powers with the building inspector in pros-
ecuting vielationa of this chapter and stopping
work attempted to be done without or contrary to
the permits required by the chapter.

(Ord. No. 31-1986, § 13, 10-27-86)

Becs, 16.1-33—168.1-35. Reserved.

AERETICLE II. BUILDING REGULATIONS

Sec. 16.1-38. Guidelines.

{a) Generally, The Natchitoches Historic Dis-
trict Commission shall follow the guidelines es.
tablished by the United States Department of the
Intericr in considering sll proposals for new con-
struction andfor rehabilitation,

(b) MNew construction. Proposals for new com-
struction in the Natchitoches Historic District
ghould zeek compatibility with existing strue-
tures through the appropriate use of site plan-
ning, aerials, decorative detzila, architectural el-
ements, and scale. A proposal should not draw
unnecessary attention to itself in any one of these
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characteristics. However, a proposal need not
duplicate or copy historic styles and periods. The
architectural context {s of primary concern.

{1} Scale. The relationship of the building and
its elements (including doors and windows)
to other structures in the district.

It is impoertant in considering scale, that a
careful zstudy be made of the height, width,
and mass of buildinps in the immediate
neighborhood and district as 2 whole. Thiy
study should serve to confirm or deny the
appropriateness of the height, width, and
mass of the proposed building.

Maximum height of any new structure shall
eonform to U.8. Department of Interior
guidelines for Historic Districts. In no case
shall a new structure exceed a height of
seventy-five (75) feet above the street,

Siting: The positioning of a bnilding on a
lot. This process includes determining the
setback of a building, the spacing of thiz
building from adjacent buildings, and the
location of the walls, fences, walks, drives,
and landsecaping, if any of these are used in
the overall design.

Materials: The surface building fabric which

contributes to the exterior character and
appearance of a building.

(2)

{3)

(4) Decorative details. Ormamentation or em-

bellishment. These include corniees, lin-

tels, arches, balustrades, chimneys, shut-
ters, columns, and other common details.
When used, detaile should create a unify-
ing effect on a building and should bhe
compatible with the context of the neigh-
borhood.

(&) Architectural elements. Parts of a building
that are integrzal to its composition. These
include baleonies, roofs, porehes, chimneys,
dormers, parapets, and other parts of a
building that contribute to it overall shape
and silhouette. The choice and arrange-
ment of elements of a proposed building
should reflect those of other buildings in
the neighborhood. The building should not
draw unnecessary attention to itself by
failing to relate to neighboring styles, but
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neither should it necessarily copy these
styles. The ohjective is to compliment the
contoxt of the Natchitoches Historic Dis-
trict. '

(Ord. No. 31-1986, § 15, 10-27-36)

Sec. 18.1-37. Fences.

Fence design must be in harmony with the
nature of the district.

{1} The following fencing materials are gener-
ally azecceptable: Iron picket, ornamental
cast iron, brick, conerete block with cement-
Plaster eoating, combinations of iren and
masonry, wood picket either flat boards or
gyquare, solid wood either flat-topped or
capped.

(2} The following fenecing materials are not
acceptable: Barbed wire, chain-link, con-
erete block, stockade, plywood, hardboard,
or asbestos board.

(Ord. No. 31-1936, § 16, 10-27-86)

Sec. 16.1-38. Floodlights.

The Neichitoches Historic Landmarka District
ghall not he illuminated by privately controlled
floodlights or other illumination except as ap-
proved by the historic district commission or as
permitted specifically by thia chapter.

(Ord. No. 31-1986, § 17, 10-27-86)

Sec, 16.1-3%. Overhanging balconies.

No overhanging balconies or galleries of wronght
or cast iron may be removed, but other new or
additional halconies may be erected if they con-
form to the quaint and distinctive architecture of
the Natchitoches Historic District. The permit for
all such new construction or any renovation shall
be subject to the requirements of thia chapter,
{Ord. No. 31-1988, § 18, 10-27-86)

See. 16,140, Signs.

{a) Definitions. The following terms, as uzed in
this section, are hereby defined as follows:

{1} "Sign" shall include any symbol, device,
image, poster, flag, baaner, billboard, de-
sign or directional sigh usged for advertising
purposes, whether painted upon, attached
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to, erected on, or otherwize maintained on
any premises containing any words, letters
or perts of letters, figures, numerals,
phrazes sentences, emblems, devices, trade
names or trade marks by which anything is
made knewn, such as are used to desipmate
an individual, a firm, an association, a
eorporation, a profession, a business or 2
commodity or product, which is visible from
any public street and is used to atiract
attention.

(2} "Display” ineludes erect, paint, rcpaint,
place, veplace, hang, rehang, repair, main-
tain, paint directly upon a building or other
strocture, inlay, imbed in, or otherwise

exhibit in public view.

(b} Jigns must conform to character of district.
In addition to the prohibitions contained in this
section, approval of the display of a sign in the
Natchitoches Historic District of the city shall be
granted by the commission only when such signs
and the plans therefor, so far as they relate to the
appearance, color, size, position, method of attach-
ment, texturs of materials and design, conform to
the guaint and distinctive character of the
Natchitoches Historie Thstrict or da no injuricusly
affect it or impair the value to the community of
those buildings having architectural or historical
worth, '

{c) No signs fo be displayed in cerfain places.
No =ign shall be displayed from the parapet or
roofs of any buildings in the historie district. No
sign shall be displayed or placed in any manner
whatscever so as to disfipure or cenceal any
gignifirant architectural feature or detail of any

huilding.

{d) What signs may advertise. Mo sign of any
character shall he dieplayed in the Natchitoches
Hiztoric Distriet unlesa gueh sign advertises a
bona fide business condueted in or on the prem-
ises and, if it does do so, not excesding fifty (50)
percent of the area of such sign may be usad to
advertize products or commeddities actually sold
on the premises.

{e) Number of primary signs. In general, one
{1} primary sign is allowed to each store, shop, or
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hona fide place of business, and this sign shall be
16 Jarger than the maximum stipulated in this
section,

(1) In the case of a business operated on a
corner lot that faces two (2) streets, one (1)
permanent sign on each atreet facing iz
allowed and shall be regulated as if each
gide were a separete storefront.

(2) In the case of a single 2ign being inappro- -
priate, multiple permanent sipns may be
used, the totsl face area of which may not
exceed the maximum size stipulated in this

section. :

{f) Surface area of signs. The surface area of
any sipn shall be in direct proportion to the
amount of front footage of each pwnership and
shall be as follows:

(1} Forsingle-faced signs, attached flat against
the wall and including painted wall sipna
there shall be allowed thirty (30) square
inch sign surface area to each foot of lot
frontage.

{2} For doublefaced signas, suspended by brack-
ets or arms perpendicularly from the wall
of a building, the surface area shall be the
sum of the areas of each face not to exceed
thirty (30} squere inches of sipn suiface

area to each foot of lot frontage.

{3) In the case of multiple businesses operat-
ing et a single lecation, the total face area
of signage may be increased to one and -
one-balf {1%:) times the maxdmum stipu-

lated in this section.

(g) Secondary signs. In addition to the primary
signis) referred o in paragraph (e), small second-
ary signs may be used to identify the following:

{1} Entirance doors;

{2) Operating hours;

(3} Histoocally significant locations;

(h} Temporary signs. Temporary signs of a pro-
motional nature may be placed on the interior of

store windewa. In no eaze may they remain longer
than sixty (60) dayz. A permit is not required for
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the placement of a temporary sign. Temporary
signs may be placed on the exterior of a huilding
for the following special situations:

{1} For the identity of real estate for sala.

(2} For palitical advertisement; except for signs
larger than & two foot by two foot (2 x 27)
yard sign, no application is required.

{3} For prometion by nonprofit organizationa.

In no case may these signs exceed the size limi-
tations of this section.

{i} Portable and changeabls letler signs. No
portable or changeable letter signs may be erected
or allowed to remain within the Matchitoches
Hiztoric District.

(j} Hluminated signs. No illuminated signs may
be constructed or erected within the Natchitoches
Historic District without the express approval of
the historic district commission.

(1) Ceoncealed lighting ia recommended. Bulbs
may not be expozed. The light should en-
hance the sign as well as the building on
which it is mountad.

(2] Intermally illuminated signs are not permit-

ted.
Neon signa are not permitted.

(3

{4} Flaghing sigmsa are not permitted.

(k) Signs no longer complying os to advertise-
ments to be taken down. Any sipn displaved which
no longer advertises a bona fide business con-
ducted upon the premises ghall, upon notification
by the Natchitachaes Historic District Commission
or its egent {who iz hereby specifically authorized
to g0 proceed) be taken down, removed or ebliter-
ated within five (5) days after such netification
and failure to so0 comply on the part of the owner,
orcupant, agent or person having the benefieial
use of any building or premises upon which such
sign may be found shall subject such person to the
penalty provided in section 16.1-3.

(1) Building code applicable to signs. All signs
under this section shall be further governed by
the existing regulations of the building code of the
city which are not in conflict with this section.
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(m) Application for signs to be submitted o
commission. All applications for permits to dis-
play signe within the historic district of the city
shall be submitted te the historic district commis-
ston office for approval béfore a permit therefor
may be issued in conformity with section 16.1-2%.

{n} Form of application to disploy signs; accom-
panying drawings. Applieation for a permit to
display aigns in the historic district of the city
shall he made to the commission upon forms
furnished by the commiasion. Such an application
shall also be accompanied by sketches and draw-
ings in triplicate showing detaila of construction
and foundation when reguired by the building
code of the city and shell delineate the size, shape,
derign, eoloring, lighting, and position in relation
to the building frem or vpon which it shall be
displayed.

(Ord. Ne. 31-1986, § 15, 10-27-88)

Sec. 16.1-41. Aeriale, antennas, etc., prohib-
ited.

The construction of aeriala, antennas, or satel-
lite dishes of any type within the Natchitoches
Historie District is prohibited withount the express
aporoval of the Natchitoches Historic District

Commission. .
{Ord. No. 31-1986, § 20, 10-27-86}
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